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A shared future for an ambitious city

We are proud of Plymouth - our unique maritime city. However, its distance from 
London means it has been overlooked and neglected by central Government, despite 
being the largest city in the south-west peninsula. 

Basic changes will make the city friendlier, cleaner and more accessible for everyone. 
The environment has always been at the heart of our vision. Plymouth recently 
declared a climate emergency, so there has never been a more important time for 
environmental protections and improvements. 
 
The Liberal Democrats seek solutions which are practical, creative and evidence-
based. If elected, we will work hard for our residents, so that their concerns can be 
addressed and their ideas can become a reality. 

As a party, we stand up for values that unite, rather than divide us. We want an end to 
political infighting and to rebuild rational, compassionate politics. This change needs 
to start at a local level.

We believe in the importance of local communities and their ability to make changes 
that have a positive impact on individuals’ lives. We stand for an open, tolerant and 
united society and this begins with local people, local communities and local 
government.
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Plymouth Liberal Democrats will build stronger communities, with 
cleaner, greener streets and public spaces.

We will work hard to ensure a well-run city. Bins emptied. Streets cleaned. Street 
lights on. Potholes repaired. Pavements maintained. Recycling increased. Traffic lights
reviewed. Road works delays kept to a minimum.

Our vision for Plymouth:

1. Protect and enhance our local environment, creating pocket parks and 
stopping tree-loss.

2. Campaign with Cornwall Lib Dems, for central Government to fund 
the Torpoint Ferry and Tamar Bridge.

3. Take action on litter and fly tipping and clean up our coastline and 
waterways.

4. Explore options for phasing out the most polluting diesel vehicles and 
installing more electric charging points.

5. Provide better shelter and help to the large population of homeless 
people in the city. 

6. With 67% of Plymouth’s exports going to Europe, we will continue to 
campaign for a strong relationship with our neighbours.
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1) Local Environment

The local environment is a shared resource for all Plymouth residents, yet the number 
of trees in the city is declining, and dog fouling is frequently a problem in our parks. 
The Liberal Democrats will work with local groups to plant more trees, prevent further
loss of existing trees, create new pocket parks, and ensure our green spaces are well 
maintained and free from dog waste.

2) Stop the Tolls!

Plymouth Lib Dems have joined Cornwall Lib Dems to campaign for central 
Government to fund the Torpoint Ferry and Tamar Bridge. We are calling on the 
Government to adopt the Tamar Bridge and Ferries, abolish the tolls and fund the 
crossings through general taxation. A link to the online petition is on our website.
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3) Rubbish and Recycling

Litter and fly tipping are a major a issue across Plymouth. The Liberal Democrats will 
boost local services to deal more promptly and effectively with litter, dumped waste 
and overflowing bins. We will also make Plymouth greener by ensuring local promises
for a household food recycling service are delivered, and ensuring that all new bins 
installed in public areas are dual recycling and rubbish. Waste deposited in our rivers 
and oceans needs urgent attention and we want to see action on this huge problem. We
support Plymouth’s aim to be free of single-use plastic.

4) Air Quality

Air quality is of increasing concern to the public, particularly the impact of exhaust 
fumes on children’s health. Diesel vehicles have been proven to be a particular risk. 
We will explore options for phasing out the use of high emission vehicles within the 
city – especially near schools. We will also increase the number of electric charging 
points to help reduce Plymouth’s carbon footprint. 
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5) Homelessness

Homelessness is a tragedy of epic proportions and vast numbers of properties sit 
empty. The Liberal Democrats will work urgently to provide sufficient shelter for the 
homeless. We will take action to reduce the number of Plymouth residents with no 
home, developing better solutions through the Empty Homes Programme, and doing 
more to prevent residents from falling into homelessness. Liberal Democrats are 
fighting the Government to repeal the Vagrancy Act - which was enacted in 1824. It is 
a shocking way to deal with the distress of being homeless. People in this situation 
need help - not prison. 

6) European Union

Exiting the European Union has proven far more complex than anyone predicted.  
With 67% of Plymouth’s exports going to Europe, it is vital our local economy is not 
threatened. Much will change between us writing these words and you reading them.  
However, we have continually campaigned for the public to be consulted once more, 
giving people the final say on Brexit. Whether or not the UK remains a member of the 
EU, we will continue to support a close working relationship with the rest of Europe. 
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Further goals to enhance our city:

• Promote the advantages of Plymouth as a hi-tech base, to encourage businesses 
to locate here.

• Ensure that children can take advantage of physical activities by making sure all 
schools have access to sport and outdoor areas to help keep our children healthy.

• Fight for every child to have access to a good or outstanding school within 
walking distance of where they live.

• Continue to fight for mental health to be treated the same as physical health and 
for facilities across the city to be expanded, including a reduction on waiting-list
times.

• Take action to improve mental health in schools.

• Meet with local groups to discuss the best way forward for cyclists in the city.

• Fight for better rail connectivity to the rest of the country.

• Continue to campaign at a local level for the national initiative of a penny in the 
pound tax to fund health and social care.

• Protect libraries from closure and develop them to become focal points of the 
local community.

Published and promoted by Hugh Janes on behalf of Plymouth Liberal Democrats, 
both at 3 Hoe Gardens, Plymouth, PL12JD.
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